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1. CONCERNED WASHINGTON AGENCIES HAVE REVIEWED UK AND FRG 
DRAFT PROPOSALS (REFS C & D) AND FIND THEM ACCEPTABLE FOR 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


SUBMISSION TO LOW CONFERENCE. WE ARE DELIGHTED US DRAFT 
(REF A) HAS FOUND POSITIVE RESPONSE AND SEE MERIT IN 
ATTEMPTING TO ACCOMMODATE SUGGESTED REVISIONS TO ASSURE 
WIDEST POSSIBLE ACCEPTANCE. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE SOME SPECIFIC COMMENTS, NONE OF WHICH 
ARE IMPERATIVE: 

(A) WE QUESTION ABSOLUTE BAN ON EXHUMATION OF REMAINS WITH- 
OUT PRIOR CONSENT OF OTHER PARTY (PARA THREE OF UKDRAFT), 
SINCE EXHUMATION IS SOMETIMES NECESSARY FOR HYGIENIC OR 
OTHER PURPOSES, SUCH AS TO GROUP REMAINS OF ONE NATIONALITY 
IN A SINGLE CEMETERY. 

(B) SUGGEST TERM "GRAVE REGISTRATION SERVICE" BE EMPLOYED 
CONSISTENTLY, FOLLOWING ART. 17 OF FIRST GENEVA CONVENTION 
(GWS). 

(C) IF POSSIBLE WE WOULD LIKE TO PROVIDE FOR RETURN OF 
REMAINS BEFORE AS WELL AS AFTER CLOSE OF HOSTILITIES. 

ART. 17 OF GWS USES PHRASE "AS SOON AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT" 
IN PROVIDING FOR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION. BECAUSE OF PRO- 
TRACTED NATURE OF SOME RECENT CONFLICTS WE WOULD LIKE TO 
EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF APPLYING SIMILAR LANGUAGE TO RETURN 
OF REMAINS. 

3. WE SEE NO DIFFICULTY WITH FRG PROPOSAL OR ITALIAN CON- 
CERN (REF C). US BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION INDICATES IT 
DEFERS TO DOD/STATE ON THIS AND OTHER SUBJECTS. 

4. REGARDING GVN'S FULLY VALID CONCERN ABOUT DRV'S USE OF 
GRAVES VISITS AS COVER FOR INFILTRATION (PARA FOUR REF B), 

WE HOPE GVN WILL AGREE THIS PROBLEM CAN BE DEALT WITH BY 
INTERNAL MEASURES. SUCH AS REQUIRING POTENTIAL VISITORS TO 
DOCUMENT RELATIONSHIP WITH DECEASED. LIMITING DURATION OF 
VISITS, AND RESTRICTING VISITS TO ACTUAL CEMETERIES. SINCE 
FRG PROPOSAL IS AIMED PRIMARILY AT COMMUNIST REGIMES WHICH 
HAVE BARRED BONA FIDE VISITS BY RELATIVES, WE SUSPECT THOSE 
REGIMES MAY OBJECT TO IT WHEN IT IS INTRODUCED AT LOW CON- 
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FERENCE. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE HOPE GVN WILL NOT 
FEEL COMPELLED TO OPPOSE FRG-TYPE PROPOSAL BUT WILL LIMIT 
ITSELF TO POINTING OUT THAT THE RELATIVES MUST BE BONA 
FIDE NEAR KIN OF THE DECEASED AND THAT IT WOULD BE INTOLER- 
ABLE FOR SUCH VISITS TO SERVE ULTERIOR MOTIVES. SUGGEST 
DELEGATION DISCUSS WITH GVN DELEGATION IN THIS SPIRIT AT 
APPROPRIATE TIME. 

5. FOR SAIGON: WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS 
ALSO. KISSINGER 
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